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BG Trinidad & Tobago presents
Paula Lucie-Smith with one of 15
new computers for student use.
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ALTA Level 2 & 3 students, with a few tutors, participate
in BG Trinidad & Tobago’s annual computer training
programme.

BELMONT 624-2582/3442
84 Belmont Circular Road

Mon-Fri:
8am-5pm

altapos@alta-tt.org

SAN FERNANDO 653-4656
St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall,
3rd Floor, 12 Harris Promenade
Pat Noel

Mon & Thurs:
9am-3.30pm
Wed 9am-2pm
Lunch 1:00-1:30pm

altasfd@alta-tt.org

ARIMA 664-2582
Arima PTSC Terminal Mall
Alana Lynch-Gomez

Tues/Thurs/Fri: 9am-5pm
Lunch 2:30-3:30pm, except
Thursdays 1:45-3:30pm

altaarima@alta-tt.org

www.alta-tt.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Aug-early Sept
Coordinator to set date for
orientation for all 2012-13
tutors to review student
assessment, teaching methods
and meet co-tutors.
Fri 9th Sept
Tutors collect class list and
supplies at ALTA offices
Mon 10th Sept - Fri 7th Dec
Term 1
Sat 6th Oct
Training for Reading Circle
Guides at Belmont Office
END OF TERM REMINDERS
•

•

•

•

•

Tell returning students the
start date for the new
academic year. If your venue
usually has many new
students so tutors are busy
with initial assessment, ask
continuing students to return
on Day 2 rather than Day 1.
Tell students going up to
Level 3 to bring along their
Level 2 cards & Workbook 3.
Submit class attendance
registers and evaluation
reports on all students
including those who stopped.
Help students graduating
from Level 2 choose between
Reading Circle (focus on
comprehension) or Level 3
(writing & grammar focus).
Return all loan items and
remnants of card sets ASAP.

ALTA Belmont Staff in 20th anniversary polos.
From left: Mariella Garcia, Isha O’Brien, Sally Cassim,
M’aisha Thomas, Paula Lucie-Smith and Erica Alexander.
Size S - XXL Ladies and Gents $70
ALTA PARTNERS WITH CSP

ALTA is embarking on a new initiative, bringing adult
literacy to a number of previously under-served communities
through a partnership with the Citizen Security Programme
(CSP). The CSP operates under the auspices of the Ministry of
National Security and is mandated to contract the services of
suitable NGOs to deliver relevant interventions within its
partner communities to stem the tide of crime and violence in
Trinidad and Tobago.
Since it may be risky for ALTA coordinators to enter these
communities, ALTA’s CSP project introduces a new intensive
Master Tutor/Apprentice approach. This is intended to
prepare the CSP tutors to initiate new ALTA venues and
operate these independently within their communities.
In September, up to 24 volunteer recruits from nine CSP
target communities will each be attached to a master tutor in
existing nearby ALTA venues for an apprenticeship period of 2
academic terms. After this, the apprentices will enter the
2013 Tutor Training Course and then set up their own class.
The 10 CSP partner communities are: Patna, Covigne, St.
Barb’s, Sogren Trace, Enterprise, Embacadere, La Romaine;
Quash Trace, Mon Repos and Mt. D’Or.
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NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
th

th

Tues 4 & Wed 5 Sept
at 11 public libraries 9:00AM - 6:00PM
Last year with JW and Blaze at the helm of ALTA’s 2011
student registration campaign we started with over 2,000
students, exceeding that of 2010! Given this phenomenal
success for 2 years running, we turned to JW and Blaze to join
us once again to raise literacy awareness in our nation.
While speaking with students who registered for
ALTA classes for the first time last year, one answer came up
over and over to the question of
why they registered for ALTA. The
response was almost always, “It
was time.” Since JW and Blaze’s
successful soca song of 2012 was
“Carnival is We Time”, we had our
Blaze & JW
theme: “It’s my time for ALTA”.
This year‘s TV and radio ads will not only have JW and
Blaze, but also feature ALTA students. If more and more
students join the campaign, the stigma will be whittled away.
Tutors, contact Mariella at ALTA Belmont if you and/or your
students are willing to do radio, press or TV interviews.

LIBRARY
Arima
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Leonie Lyons
291-9398
Mary McBurnette
347-7070

Chaguanas Cheryl Thurab-Prince
665-7610/739-3527

Couva

Maureen Richins
712-6298/636-3693
majerich2002@yahoo.com

Mayaro

Agatha Williams
681-7683/630-3259

Pt Fortin

Lynette Frederick
777-1219/371-3524

Port of
Spain

Camille Parmassar
742-0946
Janet Joseph

San
Fernando

Pat Noel

Sangre
Grande

Marsha Scott
668-3219

779-3459

mainhouse67@yahoo.com

IBM READING COMPANION VACATION PROGRAMME

Mon-Thurs July 16th-Aug 16th 3:30-6:30pm, Belmont
On June 16th BG presented ALTA with 15 new computers
for student use: 9 in Belmont, 4 in San Fernando and 2 in
Arima. Now that we have the hardware to go with our IBM
Reading Companion software, ALTA can offer computerbased reading practice to students over the 2-month vacation
to ensure reading gains are not lost.
Please do your best to encourage your students to call
ALTA to sign up for a 1hr user-friendly computer session. So
far we just have 4 guides for Belmont, so if you are computer
literate and have time during July-August, contact Joanne in
Belmont, Pat in South and Alana in Arima for a 2hr shift.

COORDINATOR

San Juan

Andrew Neehall
389-0077/675-3866
lawrence9@tstt.net.tt

Siparia

Jean Rahaman
Lutchman
362-1688/368-2230

Tunapuna

Margo Malcolm
767-5788

Warrenville Regional
Complex

Deanmattee
Rambally
672-4173

PAULA’S ACCEPTANCE SPEECH:
2012 ANTHONY N SBGA AWARD FOR PUBLIC AND CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Good evening ladies and gentlemen. It is wonderful to receive this award especially in this
20th anniversary year of ALTA. No NGO survives 20 years on the strength of one person alone, so
I share this award with my family and ALTA’s volunteer tutors, past and present, some of whom
are here in the audience.
In the audience too, is ALTA’s founding student
Yvonne, who spoke on the video. This is fitting, since
Yvonne was the first ALTA student in the mid-90s to come
out, face the cameras and say “I am learning to read.” – a
ground-breaking statement because when an adult says,
“I can’t read”, often the listener thinks “You are stupid”,
and the non-reader knows this.
So those who don’t read, learn early to hide this –
which is possible because you can’t see literacy. How a Yvonne and Paula at the Awards
person looks does not tell you if they can read and write.
Indeed this audience could be ALTA students – the attire doesn’t say you are literate as all Trinis
know how to dress for a formal occasion.
Not surprising then that adults with literacy difficulties are ignored. What is surprising is
this award going to someone in the field of adult literacy – a really welcome surprise marking a
break with traditional thinking.
We in the Caribbean think we are a literate people. The ALTA national literacy survey in
1994 showed one in four adults to have difficulty with basic everyday reading. The 1995 UWI
survey revealed that only 45% of the adult population could read a simple newspaper
paragraph. Yet 18 years later, T&T still boasts of literacy rates in the high 90s.
By spotlighting adult literacy, this award can start to change the way we think about
literacy. Over the last 20 years, it has become obvious to me that reading is a skill and like all
skills, some of us have natural talent and acquire it easily; some have great difficulty and need
specialised instruction; most fall at the various points between these two poles of ease and
difficulty. So some brains come wired for reading and writing, others do not. Equally important,
this wiring does not say anything about your ability to think.
This is brought home to me every year on the first day of training for new volunteer tutors
when we ask them to read 8 lines of mirror text. All are readers with a good grade in English, yet
some struggle with the task to the point of giving up, while others read as if it were standard
text. For many, the experience of fighting with print is an eye opener to the complexity of
reading and erases for all time the thought that because a person can’t read, they are stupid.
At ALTA, we teach 2,000 students a year; the surveys showed more than 200,000 to be
at ALTA Levels. One factor restricting the number we can reach is funding and the funds from
this award will make a marked impact, particularly as this funding can be assigned where we see
the greatest need.
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I have a vision of taking ALTA online or onto
interactive DVD. This would bypass the shame factor as
well as national boundaries to take ALTA Caribbean
wide. This grant will begin to make ALTA online /DVD a
reality.
But this award is much more than funding. An
award for excellence makes adult literacy, and ALTA
specifically, visible as never before.
So maybe Caribbean governments will begin to
understand that literacy screening followed by an Anthony N Sabga presents the 2012
effective programme of instruction is a compulsory part Caribbean Excellence Award to Paula
of every skills training programme.
Here in T&T, ALTA is ready to partner with the Ministries of Science, Technology and
Tertiary Education; Community Development; Education; and National Security (prisons, YTC
and MYPART) to deliver two People’s Partnership campaign promises – to work with NGOs and
to make literacy a priority.
Maybe too companies will recognise that
spending to enhance employees’ literacy is money well
spent and see ALTA as a partner to develop a literate
workforce.
Maybe ALTA will get more volunteers and even
new partners to take the ALTA Programme to those our
free classes cannot serve, like teens and the disabled.
Maybe adult literacy courses will become as
commonplace as computer and cake icing courses.
When going to an adult literacy class is no more
Paula and ALTA members celebrate
emotionally challenging than the latter classes, then we
will be on the road to literacy.
Maybe . . . this is being optimistic, but optimism is a necessary trait in NGO work. Years
ago a volunteer consultant from Canadian Executive Services Overseas said to me that she had
never met such a well-organised dreamer. So maybe these ideas are just me dreaming, but
even if none of these ideas come to pass, this award will make those struggling with reading on
a daily basis feel that they are not alone, that – in the words of an ALTA student, they have a
place in the heart of society.
Yvonne often says that ALTA is a big family and like all families, one member’s success
reflects on the whole family. This was brought home to me this week when I was at the
beginner class just at the other end of Pembroke Street from here. Word had spread in the class
of the award and they presented me with a gift and card signed by all, saying they were proud of
me.
And it struck me that it was more than just that they were proud of me – they were proud
to be part of ALTA. What a turnaround – where before they felt shame in going to an ALTA
class, now students are proud to be in ALTA, branded excellent.
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20TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

• Magazine Launch
Date: Wednesday 5th Sept 2012
Time: 2PM
Location: ALTA Belmont Office

THANKS TO ALL ALTA AMBASSADORS!
• On April 18th Marilyn Jordan-Romany and Andrew Neehall

were at the RBC Westmall Branch promoting ALTA to RBC
employees and clients as part of their Volunteerism week.
• The University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) launched
their Social Responsibility and Volunteerism initiative.
• AGM & Award Ceremony
Thanks to Leonie Lyons and Marlilyn Seedansingh who
Date: Saturday 20th Oct 2012
Time: 5PM
gained 4 volunteers for ALTA Reading Circles.
Location: Century Ballroom
• Recognizing that parental support is crucial in a child’s
Queen's Park Oval
success at school, San Juan Boys RC School contacted ALTA
Dress Code: Elegantly Casual
to speak to parents on ALTA’s adult literacy programme.
THANKS TO SPONSORS
Thanks to Lieselle Mohammed for representing us!
• Atlantic funded ALTA’s
• The second annual Trinidad and
classes in Point Fortin.
Tobago World Peace Festival
• Phoenix Park Gas Processors
was held at NAPA. Once again
Ltd. funded the publication
ALTA
ambassadors
Donna
of ALTA’s revised Level 3 A
Charles,
Marilyn
JordanProgramme – Book 6.
Romany, Rubina Roberts and
ARIMA HOME AT LAST!
Marilyn Seedansingh attended
We finally have a secure base in
fostering awareness of ALTA’s mission and services.
Arima! In May ALTA signed a
lease agreement with the PTSC
• Sarah Ashraph brought the ALTA message to TV on IBN’s
General Manager Mr. Ronald
The Right Fit.
Forde and Chairman Mr. Vincent
Lasse for ALTA to continue at our Tutors interested in being ALTA ambassadors, please contact
Mariella or Joanne at the ALTA Belmont office.
present office at the PTSC mall
rent free.
OFFICE ASSISTANCE

COMPUTER COURSE

For the fifth year running, BG Trinidad &
Tobago ran free computer training, this
year for 38 Level 2 & 3 students and 6
tutors – who say that it was great! Word
must be spreading as the response this
year was overwhelming, which meant
that all could not be accommodated.
However, this is an annual event so look
by producing manuals
out for it again next year!

Over July-August, ALTA needs
help to prepare for the new
academic year and student
registration, e.g. sorting and
compiling incomplete card sets,
packaging class materials. This is
a good opportunity for teens to
This year the IT
get work experience and clock up Department
volunteer hours for their CV.
surpassed themselves
for each participant.
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YOUTH LIT STUDENTS GRADUATE

In the fourth year
since its inception, the
ALTA and NALIS Youth
Lit programme ran
smoothly. From Oct
2011, 125 students
were taught by 14
contract ALTA tutors
St. James Youth Lit graduates are all smiles
at 10 public libraries.
In mid-June when the programme closed, certificates were
awarded to 3 Beginners, 33 Level 1 and 26 Level 2 students.
At the POS Youth Lit graduation Shekeil Williams read
the following, declaring proudly at the end, “and I wrote it
by myself.”:
I found that the course was helpful for my reading, in
the way I speak to others, and how I replied to
questions, so that I would be more easily understood.
The programme has also helped in the way I looked at
life. Before, I was not certain about the career I could
follow, but now, that my reading level has improved , I
feel that I can prepare myself for higher and more
interesting jobs. This course has opened some doors in
my life, and was most helpful to me and my classmates.
A special thank you to Childline and T&T Parenting
Support for speaking to Chaguanas Library Youth Lit.

REFRESHERS FOR
2012-13 TUTORS:
8am-4pm

Tutors, we want you teaching at
ALTA next year! Please register
for one of the refreshers below.
Do make sure you note the date
and time as we plan carefully for
each registered participant. If you
really cannot attend one of the
dates below, call Joanne at 6243442 to explore options.
Bring with you to the refresher:
• Bk 2 & 3 A Programme –
tutor books and student
workbooks for both levels.
• ALTA Workbook Lesson
Checklist if you attended
2011 refresher
Dates

South

Sat 18 & Wed 22 Aug
Lev 1 & 2
Sat 25 Aug Lev 1 & 2
NAPS Girls

Belmont

Sat 25 Aug Lev 3

Belmont

Fri 14 & Sat 15 Sept
All Beginner tutors

Belmont

READING TIP!

Turn TV time into a reading
opportunity by turning on the
captioning feature and muting
the sound so you have to read
what is being said.
International Reading
Association

99 NEW TUTORS
TRAINED IN 2012

CONDOLENCES

ALTA extends condolences to
ALTA Cascade Level 1 tutor
Margaret Chow on the passing of
her husband in May.
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CHANGE IN OPPRESSOR'S ATTITUDE The oppressor
truly helps the oppressed only when he stops viewing
them as an abstract category and sees them as unique
persons who have been deprived. This requires an end
to pious gestures and risking an act of love.
INDEPENDENCE CANNOT BE GIVEN AS A GIFT While no
one liberates himself by his own efforts alone, neither is
he liberated by others.
ONE-SIDED NARRATIVES In traditional education, there
is a narrator (the teacher) and a listening object (the
students.) "Education is suffering from narration
sickness." This minimizes students' creative power.
THE BANKING MODEL OF EDUCATION turns students
into "receptacles" to be "filled" by the teachers, like
making deposits at a bank. Students receive, memorize,
and repeat. Since we "receive" the world as passive
entities, education should make us more passive still,
and adjust us to our world so that we do not question
it. The banking model tries to control thinking and
action and inhibits our creative powers.
LIBERTARIAN OR CO-INTENTIONAL EDUCATION
Teachers and students are simultaneously both
teachers and learners. They learn from each other and
help each other learn. "Teachers and students are both
subjects in the task of recreating that knowledge
through common reflection and action."
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS The students, while being
taught, also teach. "They become jointly responsible for
a process in which all grow." No one teaches another,
nor is anyone self taught. We teach each other,
mediated by the world.
PROBLEM-POSING
EDUCATION
"The
educator
constantly re-forms his reflections in the reflections of
the students [who] are now critical co-investigators in
dialogue with the teacher. . . Problem-posing education
involves a constant unveiling of reality, the emergence
of consciousness, and critical intervention in reality."
This is education as the practice of freedom rather than
the practice of domination.
BECOMING Problem-posing education affirms us as
beings in the process of becoming. We are unfinished,
and so is our reality, and we affect the world around us
through our conscious transformations of it and of our
unconsciousness of it.
Excerpts from Sonoma State University http://
www.sonoma.edu/users/d/daniels/

PAOLO FREIRE
Brazillian born Paolo Freire is one of the 20th
century’s most influential educators, especially
relevant to adult education. His Pedagogy of the
Oppressed (1968) is one of the most quoted
educational texts. Here are some key concepts:
CULTURE OF SILENCE Every person, however
ignorant or submerged in the "culture of silence,"
can look critically at his or her world through a
process of dialogue with others, and can gradually
come to perceive his personal and social reality,
think about it, and take action in regard to it.
FROM OBJECT TO SUBJECT Through dialogue the
view of an illiterate or oppressed person is so
transformed that he or she is no longer a mere
object responding as social forces direct.
EDUCATION'S EITHER/OR Education
either
conditions the younger generation into acceptance
of society's status quo or becomes "the practice of
freedom" through which people deal critically with
reality and discover how to transform their worlds.
SELF-DEPRECIATION This derives from internalization
of the oppressors' opinions. They so often hear that
they're "good for nothing, know nothing, and are not
capable of learning anything; that they are lazy and
unproductive" that they believe it. "The boss is the
only one who can run things." Or "We should keep
quiet and let the teacher talk. You are the one who
knows, we don't know anything ."
THE NATURE OF OPPRESSOR CONSCIOUSNESS It
tends to transform everything around it into an
object of its domination. The earth, property,
production, people's creations, the people
themselves; everything comes to be viewed as
objects at the disposal of their purchasing power.
The main thing becomes to have more, always more.
In this materialistic concept of culture, "to be is to
have and to be the class of the 'haves.'"
INITIALLY THE OPPRESSED IDENTIFY WITH THEIR
OPPRESSORS If given a bit of power, at first the
oppressed tend themselves to become petty tyrants.
Their ideal is to be men; but for them, to be men is
to be oppressors. This is their model of humanity.
The peasant who becomes a foreman may be
harsher toward the other peasants than the owner.
The context of the situation is unchanged.
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