Caribbean governments have explicit statements about schooling, primary
and secondary, but very little policy on adult education. The government
view is that if they get it right in the formal primary and secondary sector,
there will be no need for adult education. The non-formal sector is free to
create initiatives not possible in the formal sector. Linkages between formal
and non-formal sector should be encouraged. In all areas of education,
coherence is a great challenge.
Access to schooling is not the problem - it is what happens in school that is
worrying. There are issues of relevance and quality; improvisation is
common for teachers, as are bad working conditions. Also, the young male
does not see the monetary value of schooling and is often not prepared to
pursue higher education.
Evaluation, Cesar Guadalupe, UNESCO Institute for Statistics: UIS is developing LAMP - Literacy Assessment and Monitoring Programme. This aims
to improve the quality of literacy data, for policy development and monitoring, and for the design of improved literacy programmes. They acknowledge
that self-reporting or years of schooling do not give accurate literacy data.
LAMP’s proposed definition: “Literacy is the ability to identify, understand,
interpret, create, communicate and compute - using printed and written
materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of
learning to enable an individual to achieve his or her goals, to develop his or
her knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the wider society.”

Give the ALTA
Gift of Reading
for Christmas!

LAMP has 5 literacy levels. Assessment is face-to-face and customised to the
culture of the country. The items are listening comprehension; recognition of
grapheme; word recognition; sentence reading and passage reading. Field
testing started in 2003 in 5 participating countries (El Salvador, Mongolia,
Morocco, Niger and Palestinian Autonomous Territories) and will be completed in 2008-2009 and general implementation started in 2009.
Policies and recommendations:
- Literacy is a human right, but on its own is not enough to relieve poverty.
- Literacy incorporates political and social awareness & tools to manage life.
- At least 3% of the education budget should be allocated to adult/youth ed.
- The valuing of popular and non-formal education is fundamental.
- Construct mechanisms at national level which articulate the actions of the
state with those of civil society and make possible a holistic approach.
- Develop a system of evaluation, registering and monitoring, oriented by
international parameters, which guarantee certification, accreditation and
recognition of knowledge and skills. Emphasize the need for quality.
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CEO ATTENDS REGIONAL CONFERENCES
Jamaica Ideas Forum: Paula Lucie-Smith was one of ‘60 eminent individuals
from across the Caribbean and Canada’ invited to the Canada-Caribbean
Ideas Forum held at the Mona UWI Campus, Jamaica, June 23–24. The Ideas
Forum is a collegial symposium for independent policy discussion of the
challenges and opportunities facing the Caribbean region. The results of this
second Ideas Forum will be carried to the Canadian Prime Minister and
CARICOM heads of government. Key issues addressed in education were:
 The need for education to develop competence in the core skills of
literacy, numeracy, teamwork and problem-solving. The level of literacy
required for jobs and further education is increasing, e.g. applicants now
need a certificate in literacy and numeracy for farm work in Canada.
 The presence of persons whose skill levels are below that required for
employment (some 20% of adults) and ‘unattached youths’, i.e. persons
aged 14-25 who are neither in school/education nor in employment. Estimates of ‘unattached youth’ in Jamaica range from 140,000 to 200,000.
 How to meet workplace needs for tech-voc skills
since students continue to chose academic courses.
 How to meet high costs of education.
UNESCO Literacy Conference: The United Nations launched its Literacy
Decade in 2003 with the aim of increasing literacy levels and empowering
people everywhere. As part of this thrust, UNESCO held a Literacy Conference in Mexico from Sept 10-13 in preparation for CONFINTEA VI - the
Sixth International Conference on Adult Education. The Conference identified relevant, effective literacy and youth/adult education programmes in
Latin America and the Caribbean which could serve as models for adaptation
and replication. ALTA was chosen as one such model and on Day 2 Paula
was one of a three-member panel where she spoke about ALTA. Paula was
the only delegate from Trinidad & Tobago at the conference. (see pg 8)

US FIRST LADY QUOTES ALTA STUDENT
In her opening speech at the White House Symposium on Advancing Global
Literacy, the US First Lady, Mrs. Laura Bush, used the words of an ALTA
student to illustrate how literacy builds personal freedom:
One mother of two, Sharon, describes her experience with
illiteracy this way. She said, “There was no place for me in
the heart of society.” But Sharon found hope in the promise
of education. At the age of 33, a friend introduced her to the
Adult Literacy Tutors Association of Trinidad and Tobago. Sharon is
now learning to read and write and says she has “a whole new life”.
At the UNESCO conference, the Executive Director of the Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy, Benita Somerfield, was impressed with
ALTA and passed on the ALTA Fact Sheet which had Sharon’s writing.
2

MY PROMISE
I promise that when I come out of the Youth Training Centre
I will not come back in here because
There is a life ahead of me to live.
I can have children, settle down and stop giving trouble.
I can be a better person than I am right about now
So I can get a good work to do.

Poems by
ALTA Students
at YTC

I try and try to be the best that I can be
But people keep on pulling me down
But I am with my Lord and I know that
He can help me reach to the top.
So while I am spending time at YTC
I will gain as much knowledge as I can.

MY PROMISE
I promise to give as I live and strive to survive
And to never be deprived
I promise to love in order to be loved
I promise to earn what I want to call my own
I promise to learn and never disown because
I could have never done it on my own.

CONFERENCE NOTES: FROM
LITERACY TO LIFELONG LEARNING
The situation of youth and adult literacy and adult education in Latin
America and the Caribbean, UNESCO: A concern in the region is that high
official literacy rates do not necessarily mean that adult populations in Latin
America and the Caribbean attain a literacy level sufficient for meeting the
demands of daily life and work, or that adults are equipped with the skills
required for the emerging lifelong learning societies. In these countries,
literacy and youth and adult education must figure more prominently on the
policy agenda and receive the high level of political commitment needed to
provide expanded access to adult learning opportunities.
Regional Synthesis Report on the State of Literacy and Youth & Adult
Education, Rosa Maria Torres: Universal literacy is not possible without
education for parents, for adults. Research shows that the family environment
has a very big impact on the education of children.
Progress has been made in access to education, but there is a high drop-out
rate due to poor quality of teaching and the curriculum. The main weaknesses
of adult education are inadequate financing and monitoring.
Policies, Strategies and Financing in the Caribbean, Joel Warrican, UWI:
UNESCO statistics currently come from governments and are based on
school enrollment or asking people if they are literate.
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DONATIONS

 In Triniscene’s fundraising novelty event, Tribe won for
ALTA the first prize of $25,000. A wonderful surprise!
Thanks to Tribe and Triniscene.
 Atlantic LNG: 8,000 flyers to attract students.
 WOUP (Sponsor-a-Student) & Jack Warner.
 RBTT Education Foundation & PCS Nitrogen: Bk1B, Level 1 (revised).
 Peake’s: A brand new air conditioner for the Belmont Office.

TUTORS’ CORNER
th

Term 2: Mon 5 Jan - Fri 3rd Apr (12 wks excluding Carnival week)
Term 3: Mon 20th Apr - Fri 10th July (12 wks)
Since both terms are 12 weeks, should a public holiday fall on a class day,
tutors will have to schedule make-up time, either an hour added at the end of
two regular class days or an extra day (where this is easy to arrange). Tutors
should start thinking about speakers to invite to their classes in Term 2.
Prior to and after registration, loudspeaker announcements were done in
several areas. If any tutors heard these, please call/email to let us know. We
need some feedback as to the effectiveness of this approach as it is costly.
Condolences to South tutors, Johnny Gopaulsingh and Cynthia Riviero, both
of whom lost their spouses in August.

STUDENTS’ CORNER
No help for student glasses: Unfortunately, ALTA has to discontinue the
help given to students to get glasses. This is due to the poor response by
optical companies, the amount of time Joanne spends scheduling appointments and following up with students, and students’ not turning up for their
appointments in the past. At Belmont there are some second-hand glasses as
well as magnifying glasses for older students.
United Way TT: ALTA Level 3 student, Patricia, aged
60, spoke to 22 CLICO employees at a session to encourage donations to United Way TT, one of ALTA’s
reliable sponsors. Patricia was excellent! We thank
her for telling her story.
Where are they now? ALTA would like to keep track
of students who have either graduated from L3 or have
left because they have learnt what they wanted to learn
and have moved on. Please e-mail Marilyn at
jean_marie@hotmail.com or call (672-5085/798-1656)
with updates on students.
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STUDENT REGISTRATION
Special thanks to students Alicia Dickson and Lovena
Gookool. Alicia was the only student available for interviews this year and she willingly agreed to several. Lovena,
Arima Level 3 ALTA graduate, was ALTA’s first ‘cover
girl’ with her photo on our flyer and in our newspaper ads.
ALICIA DICKSON
Thanks also to:
 Tutors: Karen Campbell, Brenda De Silva, Paula Lucie-Smith, Jeanette
Williams and Sirimavo Singha who did radio or TV interviews;
 TV: CNC 3, CNMG, IETV, NCC TV and Synergy for interviews;
 Radio: Ebony 104, 91.1fm, Power 102 (Radio Vision), 97.1fm, Vibe CT
105fm for interviews and registration reminders;
 Sponsors: Algico, CMMB, Kapok, PowerGen, Prestige Holdings,
T&TEC for newspaper ads; Media Sales Ltd for student supplies.
We thank CNMG and Newsday in particular for their excellent coverage and
advertising our registration dates, and Express for giving us a free ad.

NEW STUDENTS
Over 500 new students registered at libraries for ALTA classes and others
came directly to classes now that ALTA has become established and known
at many venues. Our new venues all attracted students:
 San Fernando’s ALTA office: Tues & Thurs 10am–noon 15 students
 Open Bible Church, Laventille: Mon & Wed 5.30-7.30pm 12 students
Changes:
 Student numbers were low at Curepe Pentecostal so these students joined
the Curepe Holy Saviour class.
 Couva South Gov’t Primary replaces Couva Gov't Secondary, where no
rooms were available this term.
 Chaguanas Library replaces Chaguanas Community Centre so morning
students in Chaguanas can now enjoy air-conditioned comfort.
Many thanks to our venue providers, without whom ALTA could not exist.

ANNUAL TUTOR MEETING — GREAT SPEAKERS!
The Annual Tutor Meeting, Sat. 28th June, was a great success with more
than 115 tutors attending. Elizabeth Talma-Sankar from The Shelter gave
excellent advice on the options for persons suffering from domestic violence.
Feature speaker, Ramona Khan, delivered an animated, interactive session on
‘Emotions and Learning’. Ramona’s infectious sense of fun and practical,
real-life examples made a complex topic entertaining and memorable. All
who came left on a high note with ideas they could use in the classroom and
their own everyday life - a good way for ALTA to end the academic year.
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NALIS YOUTH LIT: ALTA REACHES UNDER-16s
NALIS has partnered with ALTA to bring the ALTA
Programme to under-16s, first at YTC during the school
vacation, then from the start of October at 7 libraries:
Chaguanas, Maloney, Mayaro, Moruga, Point Fortin, Port of
Spain and Sangre Grande.

ALTA READING CIRCLES
On October 4th, Paula held a workshop for Reading
Circle Guides to better equip them with strategies they can use
with their students. All 19 guides who attended are now energized
and enthused and ready to assist students with their reading.

At YTC, 29 young men went through the ALTA Programme: 7 beginners, 7
at Level 1 and 15 at Level 2. Of these, 22 were eligible for certificates at the
end of the programme. ALTA coordinators, Grace Charles-Spencer and
Earlyn Wilson, taught as well as guided the five newly-trained officer tutors.

Tutors should encourage students to attend, especially if they are repeaters or
often late or absent. Students benefit greatly from the one-on-one attention.

Earlyn notes: “The students themselves expressed surprise at their improvement in reading and spelling. They have realized that they no longer have to
guess as much as they can now apply what they have learnt to their reading,
writing and spelling.” Page 7 has poems written by two of the lads.

On two Saturdays in July, BGTT provided computer training to 37 ALTA
students and 5 tutors, all of whom got their personal e-mail address and a
certificate of participation. Thanks to the Belmont staff who assisted with the
organization and to the tutors who assisted students on the day itself.

The after-school programme for ages 12-15 (9-11 in Maloney) attracted great
interest. Numbers at some libraries were limited by the small size of the
library or available tutors as the ALTA ratio of no more than 8 students per
teacher was maintained. There are now 95 students (5 beginners, 59 Level 1s
and 31 Level 2s) attending three classes per week from 3.15-5.00pm.

Upstairs at Belmont, the four BG computers are now hooked up to the internet and ready for student and tutor use:
Mon & Wed: 4-7pm
Tues & Fri: After 10am & before 4pm
At these times, we need ‘net guides’ willing to help students send e-mails,
get information and access sites with literacy activities to practise their reading and spelling. Net guides can do their own emails and surf once a computer is free. If you, or anyone you know, can do a regular 2-hr
shift in the Net Café, please call Sally or Joanne.

Five additional libraries will offer the ALTA Programme through ‘Youth Lit’
from January.
READING CIRCLE VENUE

DAYS & TIMES

Arima: Boys RC School

Mon & Thurs 4.30-6.30pm

Chaguanas: Montrose Vedic School

Fri 4.00-6.00pm

Couva: Gov’t Secondary

Wed 5.00-7.00pm

Curepe: Holy Saviour AC School

Thurs 5.00-7.00pm

Point Fortin: AC School

Tues 4.30-6.00pm

POS: National Library

Tues 4.00-6.00pm

POS: ALTA Office, Belmont

Mon & Wed 4.00-6.00pm

POS: St. James Library

Fri 9.00-11.00am

Princes Town: St. Stephen’s College

Mon 5.00-6.30pm

San Fernando:
Naparima Girls High School

Mon 5.00-7.00pm
Tues 4.00-5.00pm

Siparia: Boys RC School

Days & times to be confirmed
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BG-ALTA NET CAFÉ

We look forward to BG setting up two computers at our South
Office soon.

ARLENE – HASTA LA VISTA
It is with deep regret that we say farewell to
Arlene Wallace-Romero - expert ALTA
Tutor, Trainer, Coordinator, Regional Coordinator and Workplace Literacy Coordinator.
Having completed her Masters at UTT in
August this year, Arlene has taken up a position at Plipdeco. Our loss, their gain…
We will miss Arlene’s high-energy but
amiable disposition, thorough approach, willingness to take on new challenges, dependability and resourcefulness. May you enjoy
your new job as much as you did ALTA and
come back to see us from time to time - at
least to help us with high-tech at meetings!
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Since both terms are 12 weeks, should a public holiday fall on a class day,
tutors will have to schedule make-up time, either an hour added at the end of
two regular class days or an extra day (where this is easy to arrange). Tutors
should start thinking about speakers to invite to their classes in Term 2.
Prior to and after registration, loudspeaker announcements were done in
several areas. If any tutors heard these, please call/email to let us know. We
need some feedback as to the effectiveness of this approach as it is costly.
Condolences to South tutors, Johnny Gopaulsingh and Cynthia Riviero, both
of whom lost their spouses in August.
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No help for student glasses: Unfortunately, ALTA has to discontinue the
help given to students to get glasses. This is due to the poor response by
optical companies, the amount of time Joanne spends scheduling appointments and following up with students, and students’ not turning up for their
appointments in the past. At Belmont there are some second-hand glasses as
well as magnifying glasses for older students.
United Way TT: ALTA Level 3 student, Patricia, aged
60, spoke to 22 CLICO employees at a session to encourage donations to United Way TT, one of ALTA’s
reliable sponsors. Patricia was excellent! We thank
her for telling her story.
Where are they now? ALTA would like to keep track
of students who have either graduated from L3 or have
left because they have learnt what they wanted to learn
and have moved on. Please e-mail Marilyn at
jean_marie@hotmail.com or call (672-5085/798-1656)
with updates on students.
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Special thanks to students Alicia Dickson and Lovena
Gookool. Alicia was the only student available for interviews this year and she willingly agreed to several. Lovena,
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Jamaica Ideas Forum: Paula Lucie-Smith was one of ‘60 eminent individuals
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Sixth International Conference on Adult Education. The Conference identified relevant, effective literacy and youth/adult education programmes in
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US FIRST LADY QUOTES ALTA STUDENT
In her opening speech at the White House Symposium on Advancing Global
Literacy, the US First Lady, Mrs. Laura Bush, used the words of an ALTA
student to illustrate how literacy builds personal freedom:
One mother of two, Sharon, describes her experience with
illiteracy this way. She said, “There was no place for me in
the heart of society.” But Sharon found hope in the promise
of education. At the age of 33, a friend introduced her to the
Adult Literacy Tutors Association of Trinidad and Tobago. Sharon is
now learning to read and write and says she has “a whole new life”.
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MY PROMISE
I promise that when I come out of the Youth Training Centre
I will not come back in here because
There is a life ahead of me to live.
I can have children, settle down and stop giving trouble.
I can be a better person than I am right about now
So I can get a good work to do.

Poems by
ALTA Students
at YTC

I try and try to be the best that I can be
But people keep on pulling me down
But I am with my Lord and I know that
He can help me reach to the top.
So while I am spending time at YTC
I will gain as much knowledge as I can.

MY PROMISE
I promise to give as I live and strive to survive
And to never be deprived
I promise to love in order to be loved
I promise to earn what I want to call my own
I promise to learn and never disown because
I could have never done it on my own.

CONFERENCE NOTES: FROM
LITERACY TO LIFELONG LEARNING
The situation of youth and adult literacy and adult education in Latin
America and the Caribbean, UNESCO: A concern in the region is that high
official literacy rates do not necessarily mean that adult populations in Latin
America and the Caribbean attain a literacy level sufficient for meeting the
demands of daily life and work, or that adults are equipped with the skills
required for the emerging lifelong learning societies. In these countries,
literacy and youth and adult education must figure more prominently on the
policy agenda and receive the high level of political commitment needed to
provide expanded access to adult learning opportunities.
Regional Synthesis Report on the State of Literacy and Youth & Adult
Education, Rosa Maria Torres: Universal literacy is not possible without
education for parents, for adults. Research shows that the family environment
has a very big impact on the education of children.
Progress has been made in access to education, but there is a high drop-out
rate due to poor quality of teaching and the curriculum. The main weaknesses
of adult education are inadequate financing and monitoring.
Policies, Strategies and Financing in the Caribbean, Joel Warrican, UWI:
UNESCO statistics currently come from governments and are based on
school enrollment or asking people if they are literate.
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Caribbean governments have explicit statements about schooling, primary
and secondary, but very little policy on adult education. The government
view is that if they get it right in the formal primary and secondary sector,
there will be no need for adult education. The non-formal sector is free to
create initiatives not possible in the formal sector. Linkages between formal
and non-formal sector should be encouraged. In all areas of education,
coherence is a great challenge.
Access to schooling is not the problem - it is what happens in school that is
worrying. There are issues of relevance and quality; improvisation is
common for teachers, as are bad working conditions. Also, the young male
does not see the monetary value of schooling and is often not prepared to
pursue higher education.
Evaluation, Cesar Guadalupe, UNESCO Institute for Statistics: UIS is developing LAMP - Literacy Assessment and Monitoring Programme. This aims
to improve the quality of literacy data, for policy development and monitoring, and for the design of improved literacy programmes. They acknowledge
that self-reporting or years of schooling do not give accurate literacy data.
LAMP’s proposed definition: “Literacy is the ability to identify, understand,
interpret, create, communicate and compute - using printed and written
materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of
learning to enable an individual to achieve his or her goals, to develop his or
her knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the wider society.”

Give the ALTA
Gift of Reading
for Christmas!

LAMP has 5 literacy levels. Assessment is face-to-face and customised to the
culture of the country. The items are listening comprehension; recognition of
grapheme; word recognition; sentence reading and passage reading. Field
testing started in 2003 in 5 participating countries (El Salvador, Mongolia,
Morocco, Niger and Palestinian Autonomous Territories) and will be completed in 2008-2009 and general implementation started in 2009.
Policies and recommendations:
- Literacy is a human right, but on its own is not enough to relieve poverty.
- Literacy incorporates political and social awareness & tools to manage life.
- At least 3% of the education budget should be allocated to adult/youth ed.
- The valuing of popular and non-formal education is fundamental.
- Construct mechanisms at national level which articulate the actions of the
state with those of civil society and make possible a holistic approach.
- Develop a system of evaluation, registering and monitoring, oriented by
international parameters, which guarantee certification, accreditation and
recognition of knowledge and skills. Emphasize the need for quality.
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