

















MY PROMISE

1 promise that when I come out of the Youth Training Centre
I will not come back in here because

There is a life ahead of me to live.

1 can have children, settle down and stop giving trouble.

I can be a better person than I am right about now

vevvevvevveveeveey So I can get a good work to do.

1 try and try to be the best that I can be
But people keep on pulling me down
But I am with my Lord and I know that
He can help me reach to the top.

So while I am spending time at YTC

I will gain as much knowledge as I can.
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MY PROMISE

1 promise to give as I live and strive to survive
And to never be deprived

1 promise to love in order to be loved

1 promise to earn what I want to call my own
1 promise to learn and never disown because
1 could have never done it on my own.

CONFERENCE NOTES: FROM
LITERACY TO LIFELONG LEARNING

The situation of youth and adult literacy and adult education in Latin
America and the Caribbean, UNESCO: A concern in the region is that high
official literacy rates do not necessarily mean that adult populations in Latin
America and the Caribbean attain a literacy level sufficient for meeting the
demands of daily life and work, or that adults are equipped with the skills
required for the emerging lifelong learning societies. In these countries,
literacy and youth and adult education must figure more prominently on the
policy agenda and receive the high level of political commitment needed to
provide expanded access to adult learning opportunities.

Regional Synthesis Report on the State of Literacy and Youth & Adult
Education, Rosa Maria Torres: Universal literacy is not possible without
education for parents, for adults. Research shows that the family environment
has a very big impact on the education of children.

Progress has been made in access to education, but there is a high drop-out
rate due to poor quality of teaching and the curriculum. The main weaknesses
of adult education are inadequate financing and monitoring.

Policies, Strategies and Financing in the Caribbean, Joel Warrican, UWI:
UNESCO statistics currently come from governments and are based on
school enrollment or asking people if they are literate.
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Caribbean governments have explicit statements about schooling, primary
and secondary, but very little policy on adult education. The government
view is that if they get it right in the formal primary and secondary sector,
there will be no need for adult education. The non-formal sector is free to
create initiatives not possible in the formal sector. Linkages between formal
and non-formal sector should be encouraged. In all areas of education,
coherence is a great challenge.

Access to schooling is not the problem - it is what happens in school that is
worrying. There are issues of relevance and quality; improvisation is
common for teachers, as are bad working conditions. Also, the young male
does not see the monetary value of schooling and is often not prepared to
pursue higher education.

Evaluation, Cesar Guadalupe, UNESCO Institute for Statistics: UIS is devel-
oping LAMP - Literacy Assessment and Monitoring Programme. This aims
to improve the quality of literacy data, for policy development and monitor-
ing, and for the design of improved literacy programmes. They acknowledge
that self-reporting or years of schooling do not give accurate literacy data.

LAMP’s proposed definition: “Literacy is the ability to identify, understand,
interpret, create, communicate and compute - using printed and written
materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of
learning to enable an individual to achieve his or her goals, to develop his or
her knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the wider society.”

LAMP has 5 literacy levels. Assessment is face-to-face and customised to the
culture of the country. The items are listening comprehension; recognition of
grapheme; word recognition; sentence reading and passage reading. Field
testing started in 2003 in 5 participating countries (El Salvador, Mongolia,
Morocco, Niger and Palestinian Autonomous Territories) and will be com-
pleted in 2008-2009 and general implementation started in 2009.

Policies and recommendations:

- Literacy is a human right, but on its own is not enough to relieve poverty.

- Literacy incorporates political and social awareness & tools to manage life.

- At least 3% of the education budget should be allocated to adult/youth ed.

- The valuing of popular and non-formal education is fundamental.

- Construct mechanisms at national level which articulate the actions of the
state with those of civil society and make possible a holistic approach.

- Develop a system of evaluation, registering and monitoring, oriented by
international parameters, which guarantee certification, accreditation and
recognition of knowledge and skills. Emphasize the need for quality.
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